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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (amended): 

A device, comprising: 

a pressure vessel having a first end and an opposing second end; 

a soalabb p ort in each of the opposing ends of the pressure vessel; 

a vessel rail contained entirely within the pressure vessel, the vessel rail having a first end 
adjacent the first end of the pressure vessel and an opposing second end adjacent the 
second end of the pressure vessel; 

a movable rail disposed adjacent each of the opposing ends of the pressure vessel, each 
movable rail having a first end and an opposing second end, the first end of each movable 
rail being movable between a first position in which the first end of the movable rail is 
within the pressure vessel and contiguous with the first end of the vessel rail, and a 
second position in which the first end of the movable rail is outside the pressure vessel 
fluoh that the oealabl e porta can b e s e al e d . 

Claim 2 (original): 

The device of claim 1, wherein the vessel rail has an upper surface with a length extending 
from the first end of the vessel rail to the second end of the vessel rail and the vessel rail is 
movable perpendicular to the length between a first position and a second position, the first 
and second ends of the vessel rail in the first position being contiguous with the first ends of 
the movable rails in their first positions. 

Claim 3 (original): 

The device of claim 2, further comprising a heating element located within the pressure 
vessel between the first and second ends of the vessel rail such that the upper surface of the 
vessel rail is above the heating element when the vessel rail is in the first position and below 
the heating element when the vessel rail is in the second position. 

Claim 4 (original): 

The device of claim 1, wherein the .second ends of each of the movable rails is outside the 
pressure vessel and the device further comprises a loading rail with a hinged connection to 
the second ends of each of the movable rails such that each movable rail can fold at 
approximately a right angle to the connected loading rail to move to the second position. 
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Claim 5 (original): 

The device of claim 1, wherein the movable rail moves from the first position to the second 
position by moving away from the vessel rail in a direction of the length of the movable rail. 

Claim 6 (original): 

A device, comprising: 

a vessel means for providing a pressure-tight chamber; 

port means for allowing workpieces to move into and out of the vessel means; 

a first rail means for supporting the workpieces being moved into the pressure vessel, the 
first rail means being contained entirely within the vessel means; 

a second rail means for supporting the workpieces being moved into the pressure vessel, 
the second rail means being movable between a first position in which the first and 
second rail means provide a substantially smooth and straight upper surface and a second 
position in which the port means can be sealed. 

Claim 7 (original): 

The device of claim 6, wherein the first rail means is further for raising and lowering the 
workpieces within the vessel means. 

Claim 8 (original): 

The device of claim 7, further comprising a heating means for heating the workpieces. 
Claim 9 (original): 

The device of claim 6, further comprising a third rail means for supporting the workpieces 
being moved into the pressure vessel, the third rail means being located entirely outside the 
vessel means. 

Claim 10 (amended): 

A devic op roofluro tight furnace , comprising: 

a pressure vessel having a first end and an opposing second end; 
a se&laWe-port in each of the opposing ends of the pressure vessel; 
a h e ating e lem e nt locat e d within th e pr e ssur e v e s se l? 

a pair of parallel vessel rails contained entirely within the pressure vessel, each vessel rail 
having a first end adjacent the first end of the pressure vessel and an opposing second end 
adjacent the second end of the pressure vessel; 

two pairs of movable rails disposed adjacent each of the opposing ends of the pressure 
vessel, each movable rail having a first end and an opposing second end, the first end of 
each movable rail being movable between a first position in which the first end of the 
movable rail is within the pressure vessel and contiguous with an adjacent end of the 
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vessel rail, and a second position in which the first end of the movable rail is outside the 
pressure vesse l ouoh that the scalabl e ports oon bo sealed . 

Claim 11 (amended): 

The device A faaee-of claim 10, wherein the pair of vessel rails each have an upper surface 
with a length extending from the first end of the vessel rails to the second end of the vessel 
rails and the vessel rails are movable perpendicular to the lengths between a first position and 
a second position, the first and second ends of the vessel rails in the first position being 
contiguous with the first ends of the movable rails in their first positions. 

Claim 12 (amended): 

The device femaeeof claim -H-15, wherein the heating element is located within the pressure 
vessel between the vessel rails such that the upper surfaces of the vessel rails are above the 
heating element when the vessel rails are in the first position and below the heating element 
when the vessel rail are in the second position. 

Claim 13 (amended): 

The device furnac e of claim 10, wherein the second ends of each of the movable rails is 
outside the pressure vessel and the furnace further comprises two pairs of loading rails, each 
loading rail having a hinged connection to the second end of the adjacent movable rail such 
that each movable rail can fold at approximately a right angle to the connected loading rail to 
move to the second position. 

Claim 14 (amended): 

The device famaeeof claim 10, wherein each of the movable rails moves from the first 
position to the second position by moving away from the vessel rails in a direction of the 
length of the movable rail. 

Claim 15 (new): 

The device of claim 10, further comprising a heating element located within the pressure 
vessel 

Claim 16 (new): 

The device of claim 10, wherein each of the ports is a sealable port that can be sealed when 
the adjacent pair of movable rails is in the second position. 

Claim 17 (new): 

The device of claim 1, wherein each of the ports is a sealable port that can be sealed when the 
adjacent movable rail is in the second position. 
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